
Dear members, dear readers,  

It is with a distinct feeling of happiness that I write the 
introductory words to our Association’s new “e-
newsletter”. 
It has been quite some time since we last produced a 
newsletter (1995-2001). Given our organization’s achieve-
ments over the past years, I believe, as Chairman, that it is 
my duty towards GAAEC and its members, to create a 
lasting record of our undertakings. It is only by looking back at out accom-
plishments and contributions that we can truly understand that which makes 
us who we are.  
I therefore present to you “e-GAAEC”, our new e-newsletter, which will be 
updated every quarter, outlining our activities and other involvements and 
which will serve as our testimony in the years to come, continuously defining 
our purpose in the betterment of our society. We also welcome any feedback 
and suggestions you have, in order to improve this new effort.   

I wish you all a pleasant reading  

With warmest regards,  
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e - N e w s l e t t e r  
o f  t h e  G r e e k  
A s s o c i a t i o n  
f o r  A t l a n t i c  

a n d  
E u r o p e a n  

C o o p e r a t i o n  

e-GAAEC 
N E W S L E T T E R  D A T E  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

52nd G.A.  of the 
Atlantic Treaty As-
sociation in Athens 

2 

GAAEC hosts the 
12th EuroDefense 
Meeting 

3 

1st Euro-
Mediterranean Jour-
nalism 
Institute 

4 

- Internships 
- The Riga 
 Conference 

5 

-Kernels 2006 
-IIPES 2006 

6 

-GAAEC in 
 Albania 
-In Memory 

7  

- Embassy reception 
for the TFAS 
- GAAEC attends EU 
seminar 
- NATO summit in 
Sofia 

8  
 
9  

- GAAEC Youth 
- TFAS GAAEC in 
Education 2007 

10 

- Soroptimist  
Union 

11 

O N  T H E  N E X T   
I S S U E  

12 

G.A.A.E.C. is an NGO dedicated in reinforcing European and Transatlantic cooperation 
through education, dialogue and advocacy. The organization realizes programs that iden-
tify challenges and opportunities, highlight choices and foster informed public debate 
concerning Greek, European and Trans-Atlantic foreign and economic policies, as well as 
educational programs in partnership with NGO’s, foundations and universities. Its activi-
ties aim at promoting constructive leadership and engagement of citizens in the commu-
nity of the contemporary world.  Our organization is active at the local, national and in-
ternational level endeavoring to develop European and International citizenship aware-
ness, sustain integration and promote intercultural relations.  

W h o  w e  a r e . . . W h a t  w e  d o . . .  

Apply to our educational programs 

Apply to IIPES 2007!!   Apply to Kernels 2007!!
Apply to EMJI 2007!! 

This e-Newsletter has been 
edited by George Tsantri-
zos (Canadian Intern) and 
Matthew Vaikoussis (Greek 
Intern) 
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Only some days after the Riga 
Summit, the Greek Associa-
tion for Atlantic and Euro-
pean Cooperation hosted the 
52nd General Assembly of 
the Atlantic Treaty Associa-
tion (A.T.A.) in Athens, on 
December 5-10, 2006. The 
key topic of discussion was 
“NATO’s Challenges in the 
21st Century” and was ana-
lyzed in four different sessions 
(Political, Military, Economic, 
Educational), each discussing 
NATO’s Challenges in the 
contemporary era from vari-
ous angles and offering differ-
ent yet, no diverse remarks. 
The President of ATA, Am-
bassador  Robert Hunter 
along with The President of 
GAAEC Mr. Theodossis 
Georgiou chaired the General 
Assembly, together.  Govern-
ment and NATO authorities 
together with delegates from 
more than 40 national Atlantic 
Councils, the Partnership for 
Peace countries as well as the 
Mediterranean Dialogue coun-
tries took part in the Confer-
ence that was also attended by 
more than 300 representatives 
from the political, diplomatic, 
military, economic and aca-
demic field. The event took 
place at the Amphitheatre of 
the Megaron of Theodoros 
Karatzas, at the National 
Bank of Greece just one week 
after the NATO Summit in 
Riga on “NATO’s Challenges 
in the 21st Century” and, as 
such, was a great opportunity 
for this “family reunion”.     

The Minister of National 
Defence of Greece, Mr. 
Evangelos Meimarakis of-
fered to the guests an official 
welcome with his introductory 

speech while Mr. Ioannis 
Valinakis, Vice-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs con-
cluded the 52nd General 
Assembly with his final 
remarks at the Closing 
Ceremony of the Assem-
bly. Mr. Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer, Secretary Gen-
eral of NATO also took 
part in the Assembly by 
addressing the audience via 
videoconference on Thurs-
day, December 7. 

It is important to note that 
present were also two poli-
ticians from our “family”: 
Mr. Lazar Elenovski, the 
Minister of Defense of 
FYROM, and Mr. Solo-
mon  Passy, former Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of 
Bulgaria and Chairman of 
the Parliamentary Commit-
tee of Foreign Affairs.  

Secretary General of 
ATA Mr. Troels Froling 
and Treasurer  Admiral 
Edmond Poullet presented 
their annual reports to the 
Assembly. 

Also important to mention, 
was the welcoming of Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, Montene-
gro and Serbia as Associate 
Members and Israel as an 
Observer Member.  

During the ATA Assembly, 
the Youth Atlantic Treaty 
Association (YATA) also 
convened. With the partici-
pation of over 30 delega-
tions from NATO, PfP and 
the Mediterranean dialogue 
countries, more than 100 
young people had the 
chance to discuss and de-
bate on the new NATO 

regional and global chal-
lenges. 

Parallel to the YATA meet-
ings a new fellowship pro-
gram was set afoot, organ-
ized by G.A.A.E.C. and 
the Fund for American 
S t u d i e s ,  e n t i t l e d 
“International Security 
and Cooperation: The 
Contribution of a New 
Generation”. This unique 
program gathered over 40 
young TFAS Alumni and 
offered them the exclusive 
opportunity of participating 
in the General Assembly 
Sessions as well as creating 
an important network for 
their future aspirations. 

This is the second time that 
G.A.A.E.C. hosts the Gen-
eral Assembly of A.T.A. as 
in 1993, G.A.A.E.C. had 
the pleasure to host in Ath-
ens the 39th General As-
sembly. 

5 2 n d  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  A T A  i n  A t h e n s  

“Government and 
NATO authorities 
together  with 
delegates from more 
than 40 national 
Atlantic Councils […] 
took part in the 
Conference that was 
also attended by more 
than 300 
representatives from 
the political, 
diplomatic, military, 
economic and 
academic field.” 
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The Amphitheatre of the Megaron “Theodoros Karatzas” at the 
National Bank of Greece.  

Above right:          ▲ 
The President of G.A.A.E.C. 
escorts Vice-Minister of For-
eign Affairs Mr. Valinakis 
into the GA conference thea-
tre.  



The national EuroDefense Associations 
of Germany, Italy, France, Spain, the 
Netherlands, United Kingdom, Portu-
gal, Austria, Luxembourg and Hun-
gary, all belonging to the EURODE-
FENSE network, were welcomed in 
Athens, at the Amphitheatre of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Novem-
ber 3 – 4, 2006, by their partner 
EuroDefense-Greece for the XII Inter-
national Meeting of the network.  

This International Meeting hosted an-
nually in one of the EURODEFENSE 
partner countries started on Friday 
with a speech by Mr. Georgiou, 
President of EuroDefense-Greece and 
President of EURODEFENSE Inter-
national for the year 2006, who ex-
pressed his pleasure to welcome the 
Presidents and members of the net-
work in Athens. In his speech Mr. 
Georgiou underlined the need of ac-
tions and initiatives, such as 
EURODEFENSE, in order to promote 
a European identity of security and 
defense to respond to contemporary 
global threats and, as an irreplaceable 
organization in the world’s security 
architecture, the European Union 
should emphasize its honest broker role 
in regional conflicts in order to guaran-
tee a context of peace.  

Guest of honour of the Opening Cere-
mony, Mr. Kassimis, Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, stated that “in re-
gards to foreign policy, the European 
Union has already taken many tentative 
steps but it can play a more active role 
in the international scene, considering 
its weight and its political and eco-
nomic capabilities in order to respond 
adequately to the needs and challenges 
of the contemporary global arena”.  

A tribute to the late Pierre Schwed, 
founder of EURODEFENSE, con-
cluded the opening ceremony. Remind-
ing his audience that the purpose of the 
network is to contribute to the imple-
mentation of European security and 
defense, Mr. Dehouck, Honorary Sec-
retary General of EURODEFENSE, 
encouraged the members of the asso-
ciations, especially the youth, to pursue 
this goal with the same tenacity and 
enthusiasm as their founder. 

Following this tribute, Mr. Masseret, 
President of the Western European Union, 
European Interparliamentary Assembly for 
Security and Defense, expressed his desire 
to create a European Interparliamentary 
Forum where defense and security issues 
could be reviewed and discussed. He em-
phasized that a European policy in this 
context would need to be developed in co-
operation with the United States.  

The first session, entitled “Present Situa-
tion of European Defense Policy in 2006- 

with the examples of European interven-
tions in Africa, Balkans, Middle-East”, 
aimed at giving an annual progress report 
on the European security and defense pol-
icy and on the prospects of a European 
Security and Defense Strategy (ESDP). 
Key speakers included Mr. Van Eekelen, 
Chairman of this session and President of 
EuroDefense-Nederland, Mr. Trian-
taphyllou, Professor at Aegean University 
and Director General of the International 
Center for Black Sea Studies, General 
Alonso, , Chief of division «Operations/
exercises», and Rear Admiral ret. Re-
schke, President of EuroDefense-
Deutschland, were debating on this issue. 

The second session, entitled “Prospects for 
the European Defense Strategy” brought 
together a diversity of speakers such as 
Amb. Mr. Philon, Chairman of this ses-
sion and Director of the Centre of Analysis 
& Planning, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Greece, General Rannou, President of 
EuroDefense-France, General Cappuzzo, 
President of EuroDefense-Italia, and Mr. 
Muresan, President of Eurisc-Romania 
and representative of EuroDefense-
Romania. An open questions-answers pe-

riod concluded this second session. 

During the working dinner given on Friday  
at the Officers’ Club of Athens, in presence 
of all participants, guest speaker Amb. 
Bourloyannis-Tsangaridis, General Direc-
tor of the Ministry of National Defense, has 
presented the position of Greece on the 
European security and  defense policy.  

On Saturday, the conclusions submitted by 
the various working groups, regarding 
European safety, permanent structured co-
operation and the creation of a EURODE-
FENSE website, were approved by the 
Presidents of the associations. In addition, 
Mr. Reschke, President of EuroDefense-
Deutschland presented the results of the 
Meeting of Young Europeans on Security 
and Defense, organized last summer by 
EuroDefense-Deutschland. 

During the closing ceremony, Amb. Mr. 
Savvaidis pointed out the need for Europe 
to consolidate its policy of defense and se-
curity in the contemporary context, espe-
cially after the failure of the constitutional 
treaty referendum. In addition, Mr. Sav-
vaidis stressed the need for Europe to coop-
erate closely with NATO in order to guar-
antee an international environment of peace 
and security. President Georgiou concluded 
the XII International Meeting of the net-
work by emphasizing the necessity to con-
tinue the initiatives of EURODEFENSE, 
and to bring them closer to the European 
population, to national governments and to 
European institutions. 

An important milestone of this XII Interna-
tional Meeting was the admission of 
EuroDefense-Romania as a new member of 
the network. Represented by Mr. Muresan, 
President of Eurisc-Romania, the Presidents 
of the national associations have ratified the 
new charter. This new step has paved the 
way for enhanced cooperation between 
European partners in the future. With their 
signatures, the Presidents of the EuroDe-
fense associations reaffirmed their national 
association’s engagement to contribute to 
the development of European security and 
defense. 

The next International Meeting of the net-
work has been announced by General Gui-
nard, Secretary General EURODEFENCE 
International will be held in Italy in 2007.  

G A A E C  h o s t s  t h e  1 2 t h  E u r o D e f e n s e  M e e t i n g  
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On September 16th-24th 2006, 
GAAEC hosted the first session of 
The Euro-Med Journalism Insti-
tute (EMJI) which took place in 
Athens and Andros. This new pro-
gram, co-organized with The Fund 
for American Studies (TFAS) and 
under the auspices of the Secre-
tariat General of Information, 
was designed to enrich young jour-
nalists and students of journalism 
professionally, and present them 
with issues that are of great interest 
to contemporary reporters, espe-
cially to those dealing with the Bal-
kans and the Eastern Mediterranean 
region.  

All this was 
made possi-
ble with the 
help of Mr. 
P a n o s 
L e i v a d a s , 
S e c r e t a r y 
General of 
Information, 
whose efforts 

in assuring the establishment and 
the success of this seminar, will 
remain appreciated. 

Bringing together 42 journalists 
from 25 countries from such a great 
diversity of countries and realities, 
the seminar had a special focus on 
the developments in the Balkans, 
the Eastern Mediterranean region 
and the Middle East since EMJI 
firmly believes that, today, it is 
more important than ever to under-
stand the complicated dynamics of 
the region. The Institute gave the 
opportunity to the participants to 
share journalistic, managerial and 
technical expertise and provided 
them with the latest information on 
media developments, journalism 
ethics and professional practices as 
well as encouraged vital and inde-
pendent media.  

A large number of lectures was pro-
vided by Prof. Rachel E.D. Yould, 
professor at the Graduate School of 
Media & Governance of Keio Univer-
sity, Japan, and Editor-in-Chief of Ox-
ford University's Oxford International 
Review. She addressed a variety of 
journalistic issues that are of para-
mount importance to young reporters 
nowadays. Guest lecturers on Andros 
included Mr. Bruce Clark, of The 
Economist, Prof. Michael Poulantzas, 
Amb. Vyron Theodoropoulos. In 
addition to this, various specialists 
gathered for a panel discussion. The 
participants had the opportunity to dis-
cuss with Amb. Dusan Batakovic 
(Balkans specialist), Dr. Stefanos Val-
lianatos (Middle East specialist) and 
Dr. John Strivis (Black Sea special-
ist). In parallel of the intense courses 
program, participants had the chance to 
take part to several special visits such 
as the visit to the Hellenic Parliament 
for an interactive discussion with poli-
ticians with Mr. Magginas, a MP of 
Nea Democratia Party and Mr. Kon-
stantopoulos, a MP and former leader 
of the Progressive Leftist Party; a visit 
to ERT studios where they met journal-
ists of the Greek National Radio Tele-
vision; and a visit to Secretariat Gen-
eral of Information of the Hellenic 
Republic where they enjoyed a range 
of conferences by Mr. Theodoros 
Roussopoulos (Minister of State), Mr. 
Theodoros Skylakakis (Secretary 
General of Foreign Affairs), Mr. 
Georgios Mergos (Secretary General 
of National Economy), Ms. Fani Palli-
Petralia (Minister of Tourism), Mr. 
Christos Zahopoulos (Secretary Gen-
eral of Culture).  

To conclude the program a panel with 
representatives from NATO, Ms Ino 
Afentouli, EU, Ierotheos Papadopou-
los  and World Bank Mr. Ioannis 
Karmokolias, presented their views 
and exchanged ideas with participants.  

1 s t  E u r o - M e d i t e r r a n e a n  J o u r n a l i s m  I n s t i t u t e  

“On September 16th, 2006, 42 participants 
from 25 countries came to Athens to learn 
more about the developments in the 
Balkans, the Eastern Mediterranean 
region and the Middle East, and to discuss 
its implications on professional 
journalism.” 
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Young journalists follow seminars with important 
political and academic figures. 

At the Secretariat General of Information, where Mr. 
Panos Leivadas, Secretary of Information and Theo-
doros Roussopoulos, Minister of State, addressed the 
participants.  

Apply to EMJI 2007!!  

29 Sept – 7 Oct, 2007 

http://www.gaaec.org/?q=en/education/emji2�
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Parallel to the NATO Summit in Riga, Mr. Georgiou, the President of the Greek Association for Atlantic and European 
Cooperation,  attended the Riga Conference entitled “Transforming NATO in a new Global Era”.  The conference focused  
on the new global challenges facing the alliance. Present at the conference and addressing the participants were, among 
others, George Bush, President of USA, Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, Secretary General of NATO and Vaira Vīķe-
Freiberga, President of Latvia.  

T h e  R i g a  C o n f e r e n c e  

The Greek Association for 
Atlantic and European Coop-
eration offers internship op-
portunities to Greek and for-
eign students in our central 
o f f i c e s  i n  A t h e n s . 
 
Through this internship pro-
gram, GAAEC offers interns 
the opportunity to become 
familiar with the real-life 
work conditions of a non-
governmental organization 
and apply the theoretical 
knowledge acquired in uni-
versity. In this regard, they 
actively participate to all or-
ganizational aspects of several 
national & international ac-
tivities organized by GAAEC 
and in our summer educa-

tional programs in 
Chania, Crete and 
elsewhere. 

During 2006-2007, 
G.A.A.E.C. hosted 
several international 
interns for periods 3 
to 12 months. 
Through the Euro-
pean Voluntary Ser-
vice, we had: Attila 
Homoki from Hungary, Neils 
Klok from The Netherlands, 
Roberta Gentile from Italy 
and Julie Lutran from 
France. We also had volun-
teers from Greece who offered 
their contribution to several 
events. They were: Irini Pa-
padopoulou,  Mattheos 

Vaikoussis and Thanassis 
Platias.   

Also, in close cooperation 
with the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Interna-
tional Trade  of Canada 
offered a six months trans-
atlantic Intership to 
George Tsantrizos   to 
G.A.A.E.C. by the Atlantic 

I n t e r n s h i p s  a n d  V o l u n t a r y  S e r v i c e  a t  G . A . A . E . C .  
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O T H E R  N E W S . . .  

Council Of Canada. 

Mr. Athanassios Platias, 
Mr. Marios Efthymiopou-
los and Ms Marianna 
Fyrippi represented the 
G.A.A.E.C. Youth in semi-
nars in Slovakia, Italy, Hun-
gary. (Dec and Sept. and 
March 2006).  



2006 
Athens, July 6-8,  Chania, July 9-24 

The Greek Association for Atlantic and European 
Cooperation organized the Kernels of Our Future 
international educational program for the third  year. 
It brought together young students 15-18 years old  
from different countries of Europe and the US.  
The participants had the opportunity to learn about 
international organizations, politics, economics and 
leadership, and to try themselves out in a conflict 
management simulation. 

Apply to Kernels 2007!!  
6-22 July, 2007 

K e r n e l s  o f  O u r  F u t u r eK e r n e l s  o f  O u r  F u t u r e   

1 1 h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  P o l i t i c a l  
a n d  E c o n o m i c  S t u d i e s  

( I I P E S ) ,  2 0 0 6  
The annual International Institute for Political and Economic 
Studies (IIPES) saw its 11th session taking place in Chania, 
Crete, from July 13th until August 7th, 2006. The Greek Associa-
tion for Atlantic and European Cooperation (GAAEC) has been 
organizing this program since 1996 in collaboration with 
Georgetown University and The Fund for American Studies 
(TFAS), a leading educational institution in the United States that manages other similar pro-
grams around the world. 

IIPES is the largest educational summer 
program in the Mediterranean, bringing 
together more than 90 university students 
from 22 countries in South East Europe, the 
Middle East, and the Balkans, as well as 
from the United States, offering them aca-
demic courses on political economy and 
history and conflict management. The par-
ticipants, coming from such a great diver-
sity of countries and cultures, brought their 
background, experiences, and knowledge 
with them, and shared these with the others 
in a dynamic and multicultural environment. 

“IIPES is the 
largest 
educational 
summer program 
in the 
Mediterranean, 
bringing together 
more than 90 
university students 
from 22 countries 
in South East 
Europe, the 
Middle East, and 
the Balkans…” 
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Apply to IIPES 2007!! July 13 –August 7 2007 
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On October 9-10, 2006, 
Mr. Th. Georgiou, Presi-
dent of GAAEC and Ms. 
Michelle Jeffress, Director 
of International Programs 
of the Fund for American 
Studies (TFAS), visited 
Tirana, Albania, with the 
aim of promoting their 
organizations’ educational 
institutes, specifically, the 
International Institute for 
Political and Economic 
Studies (IIPES). This visit 
was  facilitated by Mr. 
Arian Starova, President 
of the Albanian Atlantic 
Association. Meetings had 
been arranged with  Mr. 
Sotiraq Hroni, Director of 
the Institute for Democracy 
and Mediation (IMD) and 
important Albanian think 
tank, as well as with Mr. 

Genc Pollo, Minister of 
Education of Albania and 
very close friend of Mr. 
Georgiou, and Mr. Gjergji 
Gjinko, the Ministry’s 
Head of Cabinet. A very 
important appointment was 
arranged with H.E. Mr. 
Alfred Moisiu, President 
of Albania, who showed a 
keen interest in the insti-
tutes of GAAEC and 
TFAS. Other meetings 
included Mr. Edmond Laci, 
Editor-in-Chief of the Al-
b a n i a n  T e l e g r a p h i c 
Agency, the central news 
agency in Albania, as well 
as with its Chief of Foreign 
Relations, Ms. Odeta 
Stavri, who both conveyed 
special interests in the jour-
nalism institutes of 
GAAEC and TFAS. An-

other important 
gathering was 
with Ms. Jorida 
Tabaku and Mr. 
Saimir Sallaku, 
Managing Direc-
tor and Country 
Coordinator, re-
spectively, of 
SIFE Albania, a 
non-profit organi-
zation. Mr. Geor-
giou and Ms. 
Jeffress met with 
the Greek Ambassador, 
Mr. K. Kokossis and  the   
Councul of the US Em-
bassy to Albania who all 
showed a great desire to 
promote the educational 
institutes.  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  G A A E C  m e e t s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  A l b a n i a  

I n  M e m o r y  

Later he was closely asso-
ciated with Lacoste as their 
lawyer. He had joined the 
French Association for the 
Atlantic Community in the 
1950s and was a loyal con-
tributor until this year. He 
was legal Councilor of 
ATA. 

Christopher Makins was 
half British and half 
American and he rebuilt 
the ACUS at a time when 
Atlanticism was in doubt. 
He brought in new re-
sources. He always saw the 
ATA with its large network 
as being of key importance 
to the ACUS, because it 
made it possible to reach 
out to all associate mem-
bers and beyond. Christo-

pher's enthusiasm was very 
communicative, and he 
was very popular. He left a 
very strong US organiza-
tion. 

.A.A.E.C. and ATA mourn 
this year’s loss of two ex-
tremely influential person-
alities of the Atlantic 
Treaty Association:  

Robert Abdesselam was a 
descendant of aristocratic 
Kabile family from Alge-
ria. His mother was an 
English painter and his 
father, a man of courage 
and morality, was very 
proud of his French citi-
zenship. In 1942 in Alger 
he participated in the nego-
tiations that allowed France 
and the US to fight the 
Nazis from Algeria. He 
was a Commandant of the 
Legion of Honour. In the 
1960s he was a member of 
Parliament from Alger. 
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Robert Abdesselam  

Christopher Makins  

Mr. Th. Georgiou, President of 
GAAEC and H.E. Mr. Alfred 
Moisiu. 



The Greek Ambassador to 
the US, Mr. Alexandros 
Mallias,  hosted a recep-

tion for The Fund for 
American Studies in June 
2006. Present at the recep-
tion were the Chairman of 
the US Senate’s Foreign 
Relations Committee, 
Richard Lugar, the for-
mer administrator of the 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
( U S A I D ) ,  A n d r e w 
Natsios, Theodoros Sky-
lakakis, the Secretary Gen-
eral of the Greek Foreign 
Ministry for International 
Economic Relations and 
Development Cooperation. 
During the reception, 
Randal Teague and Roger 

Ream spoke on behalf of 
TFAS and Theodossis 
Georgiou spoke on behalf 
of GAAEC. Senator 
Lugar noted how impor-
tant is the spread of de-
mocracy around the world 
and the importance of the 
TFAS educational pro-
grams, which unite stu-
dents and young politi-
cians of the South East 

Mediterranean  in Greece. Mr. Skylakakis spoke on the 
activities of Hellenic Aid around the globe and the impor-
tance of the economic development for the intensification of 
democracy, by naming the E.U. a model of harmonic coop-
eration which constitutes conflict in Europe impossible. Mr. 
Mallias announced the creation, by TFAS in cooperation 
with the Greek government, of a new program in Greece 
with the participation of young journalists from USA, 
Europe and the Middle East.        

G r e e k  E m b a s s y  r e c e p t i o n  f o r  T h e  F u n d  f o r  A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s  

Page 8 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

From Left: R. Teague, Th. Skylakakis, R. Lugar, Al. Mallias, Th. Georgiou, R. Ream. 

Senator Lugar noted how 
important is the spread of 
democracy around the 
world and the importance 
of the TFAS - GAAEC 
educational programs. 



Mr. Theodossis Georgiou was the only Greek 
representative to attend the Forum that was held 
during the NATO Summit of Foreign Ministers 
in Sofia Bulgaria at 28-29 April 2006, while also 
speaking on the panel entitled ‘Political strate-
gies for the Balkans and the wider Black Sea 
Area”, by invitation from Mrs Augustina 
Tzvekova, Vice Chairwoman of the Atlantic 
Treaty Association.  

Mr. Theodossis Georgiou, President of the 
Greek Association for Atlantic and European 
Cooperation presented the Greek views on the 
Balkan countries’ accession to NATO and the 
EU together with the Foreign Minister of 
Ukraine, Mr. Boris Tarasiuk, the Prime Minis-
ter of UNMIK- Kosovo Mr. Agim Ceku, the 
Foreign Minister of Croatia Mr. Cimunovic and 
the Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan Mr. A. Azi-
mov.  

Mr. Georgiou mentioned also that no single 
international organization can have a future with-
out the support of civil society and stressed the 
significance of transparency in NATO decisions 
and of the need for civil society to be aware of 
the developments that take place in International 
Organizations. The intervention of Mr. Georgiou 
gathered much attention and proved that silent 

public diplomacy can bring results and, therefore, has to be considered 
and appreciated.  

 Mr. Georgiou had also a meeting with NATO Secretary General, Mr. 
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer to discuss the organization and planning of the 
52nd General Assembly of ATA that will take place in Athens  In De-
cember 2006. 

N A T O  S u m m i t  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  M i n i s t e r s  i n  S o f i a  

G A A E C  a t t e n d s  t h e  E U  S e m i n a r  f o r  N G O s  a n d  T h i n k  T a n k s  

from the European Com-
mission and the EU’s Dele-
gations and approximately 
75 leaders of European 
NGOs. The aim of the 
Seminar was to give to the 
participants a fresh insight 
into the EU’s Foreign Pol-
icy Dynamic and its role 
and influence on the global 
scene. In this regard, par-
ticipants had the opportu-
nity to discuss several hot 
topics and issues that relate 
to the EU’s contemporary 
Foreign Policy agenda in-

cluding the recent develop-
ment of the EU’s  tools and 
mechanisms for civilian 
crisis management, the role 
and influence of NGOs and 
Think Tanks in the formu-
lation of the EU’s Foreign 
Policy, the public percep-
tion of the EU’s Foreign 
Policy capacity and activity 
as well as the “out of 
Europe”/external views and 
public perception of the 
EU’s Foreign Policy and 
global role.  

On the 16th   – 17th No-
vember 2006, GAAEC was 
invited to attend the ‘EU’s 
new Foreign Policy Dy-
namic Seminar for NGOs 
and Think Tanks’ that was 
held in Brussels under the 
auspices of the European 
Union. The President of 
GAAEC, Mr. Theodossis 
Georgiou together with the 
General Director of ELIA-
MEP, Dr. Athanasios Do-
kos took part at the Semi-
nar that was also attended 
by many prominent figures 
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The Seminar was a unique 
opportunity for GAAEC to 
get first-hand information 
and feedback on the EU’s 
contemporary Foreign Pol-
icy agenda. It was also a 
great opportunity for 
GAAEC to present the 
‘Eurodefense network’ as 
well as the conclusions of 
the ‘XII Eurodefense Meet-
ing’ that was organized by 
GAAEC in Athens only 
some days before. 



On 26 February 2007, GAAEC in-
vited the youth members of the asso-
ciation (50) as well as the Greek 
TFAS alumni of IIPES, and EMJI 
(25) for the first youth meeting of 
2007 at the Officers Club of Athens 
(LAED). This meeting gave the op-
portunity to the youth and to 
GAAEC’s staff to discuss about the 
future activities of the association. 
This productive discussion gave birth 
to a new initiative involving further 
the youth members within GAAEC 
activities. 
Present at this meeting, were, 
GAAEC’s Chairperson of Education 
and Science, Dr. Aliki Mitsakos, the 
member of the board of directors Mr. 
Stergios Katichoritis, and the Presi-

dent Mr. Georgiou. They dis-
cussed with the young members 
about different ways to encourage 
youth action in NGOs, as well as 
the possible ways of involvement 
in GAAEC activities. 
Also present at this meeting were  
Dr. Elia Hatzigianni along with 
senior IIPES alumni such as 
Maria Karaklioumi (97), Effi 
Parissi(97), and Themis Kossi-
das (96) encouraged young mem-
bers to participate in G.A.A.E.C. 
youth programs.  
 As a think tank, GAAEC wishes 
to give the opportunity to its youth 
members to bring their contribu-
tion to GAAEC by creating work-
ing groups which will concentrate 

on working on special issues related to Euro-
Atlantic relations, civil society, terrorism, 
women and gender issues, environment, relig-
ion. The work of each working group will be 
published on GAAEC’s website and newsletter. 
 GAAEC’s staff and interns Marianna 
Fyrippi, Katerina Loutzaki, Julie Lutran, 
Thanassis Platias and Mattheos Vaikoussis  
were also present 

today and received information on 
GAAEC’s Educational Programs and 
activities by the Chairwoman of the Edu-
cation & Science Committee of GAAEC 
Dr. Aliki Mitsakos. More than 30.000 
people visited The 9th International Exhi-
bition on Education, ‘EDUCATION 
2007’ and as such, it was a great opportu-
nity for GAAEC to showcase all its edu-
cational programs such as “12th Interna-
tional Institute for Political and Economic 
Studies”, “Kernels of our Future” and the 
“2nd Euro-Mediterranean Journalism Insti-
tute”.  

The Greek Association for Atlantic and 
European Cooperation and The Fund for 
American Studies were invited to partici-
pate at the 9th International Exhibition on 
Education, ‘EDUCATION 2007’, which 
opened its doors on Thursday 1st and ran 
until Sunday 4th March 2007. 
The aim of the exhibition was to present a 
range of educational opportunities offered in 
Greece and abroad as presented by more 
than 250 educational institutions that par-
ticipated. 
This year’s event had as Honored Country 
the USA, showcasing leading Universities 
from around the world.  
GAAEC was honored to have a very pres-
tigious stand in the official US section, the 
only NGO  with the prominent Universities 
and Institutes from the United States includ-
ing Georgetown University, the Fullbright 
Foundation, the University of Stanford, Har-
vard University, Boston University, Tufts 
University and others. 
The Exhibition was inaugurated with the 
presence of the General Secretary of the 
Ministry of National Education and Reli-
gious Affairs Mr. Andreas Karamanos 
and his Excellency the Ambassador of the 
United States of America in Greece, 
Charles P. Ries. They both visited the stand 
of GAAEC, where they exchanged thoughts 
and ideas about the situation of Education 
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G.A.A.E.C. Youth Meeting 

 

More than 10.000 
people were          

informed on  the 
educational 

 programs of 
GAAEC. 

U.S. Ambassador Ch. Ries with the people of GAAEC 
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In the Amphitheatre 
“Yannos Kranidiotis” of 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the Soroptimist 
Union of Greece (member 
of Soroptimist Interna-
tional) held the inaugural 
ceremony for the new 
Presidency within the 
framework of a special 
event.  

GAAEC is extremely proud 
that its Education and Sci-
ence Chairperson, DR. 
A L I K I - M I T S A K O S -
GEORGIOU, is the newly-
elected President of the So-
roptimist Union of Greece. 
We are confident that she 
will surpass her assigned 
duty and we wish her all the 
best in those proceedings.  

A l i k i  M i t s a k o s ,  P r e s i d e n t  

T h e  I n a u g u r a l  e v e n t  
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The new President, Dr. Aliki Mitsakos – Georgiou, under the concept "Values and demands of the modern 
woman and her contribution to the development of citizen’s society" honoured two persons for maintaining a 
distinct and discreet lifestyle, offering a very different alternative exemplar model to our society. 
President Aliki Mitsakos – Georgiou introduced the honourees and presented the symbolic awards with the 
inscription “Award Virtue” (Αρετήν επαίνει) of Solon, one of the Seven Wise Men of ancient Greece, to:  
Mrs. Nana Sp. Douka, for her accomplishments as a working columnist and publisher of "Peloponnisos", the 

oldest and most renowned newspaper outside Athens, for being an active and benevolent member of the 
Patras society, and as a person, together with her husband Spyros, confronted a long-lasting family health 
situation in total faith and dignity, and  

Mr. Michalis Papakonstantinou, not on account of his service and dedication to civil service in many ministe-
rial positions, as in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or his significant literary contribution, but for the love 
and respect he demonstrated to his wife, by writing shortly after her death the book “Tassa”, devoted to 
her, containing historical elements, love and humour and for the same love and respect he demonstrated 
for his children in the book "The Great Journey" written while jailed in exile. 

The Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Theodoros Kassimis, expressed the support of the political 
sector to the Soroptimist initiatives. 
Members of the Hellenic Parliament and the Municipalities of Athens and around, representatives of all ma-
jor institutions and NGOs, friends from America and Greece, and many Soroptimists from Clubs throughout 
Greece, honoured the event with their presence, filling the space tightly to the point of standing up. 
The event ended with a coup de champagne and wishes for a productive term. 

With the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs  
Mr. Th. Kassimis 

T H E  S O R O P T I M I S T  U N I O N  O F  G R E E C E  

Athens, 2  O C T O B E R  2 0 0 6  
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160A I. Drossopoulou 
Athens, 112 56 

Greece 

Phone: +30 210 865 59 79 
Fax:     +30 210 865 47 42 
E-mail: info@gaaec.org 

• Th. Georgiou attends the 40th anniversary of TFAS in Washington D.C. 

• GAAEC-TFAS Conflict management Conference in Jerusalem 

• WIIS—Greece attending the Women In International Security (WIIS) and WIIS Germany joint conference on "The Way Ahead 
for Transatlantic Co-operation? Addressing Global Challenges under the German EU Presidency" and the first ever WIIS Euro-
pean Affiliates Meeting,  April 26-27, 2007, Berlin, Germany 

• ATA Council Meeting in Brussels with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 

• more .... 

O n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e . . .  

www.gaaec.org 
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Sponsors 

The work of GAAEC would not have been possible if it had not been for our loyal and generous sponsors. 
We are proud to consider them a vital part of our ever-growing circle of friends. We would like to take this op-
portunity to express our gratitude towards them. 

                   

Embassy of the U.S. to Greece   

Embassy of France to Greece  

Ministry National Defence  Municipality of Athens  European Union  

  Nea Genia 

Youth for Europe     

Hellenic Radio 
and Television  MAICH  

Public Diplomacy  

mailto:info@gaaec.org�
http://www.gaaec.org�
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