
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to present the first G.A.A.E.C. newsletter in 
2009. Even though it has been a long time since our last 
newsletter, year of 2008 was very productive, especially 
for the activities of the young people. It’s a pleasure for 
me to be able to share with you the news from 
G.A.A.E.C. 

Dear readers, this newsletter also gives me a great op-
portunity to inform you about our annual programs 
aimed at young people: International Institute for Politi-
cal and Economical Studies (since 1996), Kernels of 

Our Future (since 2005) and Euro-Mediterranean Journalism Institute (since 
2006). Also, after having initiated in 2007 one more important activity in the 
youth field – the Greek-Turkish dialogue of young students, the Greek youth 
delegation visited Istanbul in December 2008. 

 Furthermore, the representatives of G.A.A.E.C. participated in numerous 
international conferences and forums on variety of subjects from defence to eco-
nomics: EuroDefence meetings, Economic Forum in Krynica, Antalya Confer-
ence on Security and Cooperation, Energy conference in Hague, Jerusalem Con-
ference on Conflict Management and Transformation, and others.  

 Last but not least, I would like to invite the members of G.A.A.E.C.  and 
its friends to help us making this newsletter “a forum of discussions”. We are 
open to your contributions such as opinions, reports, interviews and photos.   

 I wish you a  pleasant reading, 

 Theodossis Georgiou  

 President of G.A.A.E.C. 

 Former President of Atlantic Treaty Association 
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The Strasbourg–Kehl Sum-
mit was held in Strasbourg, 
France, and in Kehl and Ba-
den-Baden, Germany, on 3-4 
April 2009. The venue of the 
summit was chosen as a pow-
erful symbol of Europe’s 

post-World War II reconciliation.  
The summit marked the 60th anniversary of the 

establishment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO). Expected to be primarily a celebratory 60th 
Anniversary event, the agenda still included a number of 
other important issues.  

Albania and Croatia, new members of NATO, 
were welcomed by North Atlantic Council Secretary Gen-
eral Jaap de Hoop Scheffer at their first NATO Summit 
as members of Alliance: "Today we celebrate the 6oth 
anniversary of the Washington Treaty.  From twelve initial 
members in 1949, the transatlantic family has grown to 
28. The presence of Albania and Croatia here today con-
firms that NATO’s door remains open, and is testimony of 
our commitment to a Europe whole and free". 

At the Summit of Strasbourg and Kehl, the 28 
NATO Heads of State and 
Government agreed unani-
mously to appoint Danish 
Prime Minister Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen as 
NATO's next Secretary 
General. Mr. Fogh Ras-
mussen will formally take 
up his duties on August 1, 
2009, when the term of the 
current Secretary General, 

Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, expires. 
Security and stability of Afghanistan dominated 

the agenda of the Summit. The Heads of State and Gov-

60 years of NATO: Summit in Strasbourg/Kehl  

ernment participating in the meeting issued Summit Dec-
laration on Afganistan, where it was underlined, that Euro-
Atlantic security is closely tied to the stability and security 
of Afghanistan.  

NATO leaders expressed the aim to strengthen 
cooperation with other international actors, including the 
United Nations, European Union, Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe and African Union in the 
Strasbourg/Kehl Summit Declaration. Leaders also recog-
nized the importance of a stronger and more capable Euro-
pean defence, welcoming the EU’s efforts to strengthen its 
capabilities to address common security challenges. In the 
same document NATO leaders also expressed their ap-
preciation of the role of the Atlantic Treaty Association 
in fostering a better understanding of the Alliance and its 
objectives among the publics. 
 Prime Minister of Greece, Mr. Kostas Kara-
manlis, accompanied by the Foreign Minister, Ms. Dora 
Bakoyannis, along with the Defense Minister Mr. Evan-
gelos Meimarakis, participated in the Summit. Speaking 
at a press conference in Strasbourg the Prime Minister re-
iterated Greece's solid support for further NATO enlarge-
ment, on condition, how-
ever, that candidate-
countries fully meet mem-
bership conditions set out 
by NATO, especially with 
respect to establishing and 
m a i n t a i n i n g  g o o d -
neighbourly relations. Mr. 
Karamanlis also said that 
Greece welcomed the se-
lection of Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen as the new NATO secretary general. He also ex-
pressed his satisfaction with the decisions taken at the 
NATO Summit in Strasbourg, as well as with his first 
meeting with the US President Barack Obama. 

Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen with Mr. 
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 
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  HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE: THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATO...IN STRASBOURG BY ATA, 1999 

 The 45th General Assembly of Atlantic Treaty Association in 1999 for the first time in history was held in a non-capital city, 
Strasbourg– the city symbolizing the unification of Europe, which in 2008 would be chosen to host the 60th Anniversary of NATO. The Gen-
eral Assembly in Strasbourg was one of the biggest and most important assemblies ever, marked by the presence of the President of the 
French Republic of that time, Jacques Chirac. Throughout the 45th G.A. Mr. J. Chirac gave his historic speech about the foreign policy of 
France.  
 The flag of NATO was flying in the building of the European Parliament for 3 days, for the first, and the last time in the history. It was mentioned as a remarkable 
event for the cooperation of NATO and European Union by the Secretary General on NATO of that time, Lord Robertson, in his inaugural speech.  
 During the remarkable 45th General Assembly the unforgettable “Gutenberg” seminar took place for the first time, gathering over 350 young people from approxi-
mately 50 countries. This pioneering event was the beginning of the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association and its future successful Summits. The hard work of the President of the 
Atlantic Council of France at the time, Mr. Jean-Antoine Giansily, as well the efforts of the Honorary President, Mr. Francois Moreau de Balasy should not be forgotten. 
 The Atlantic Treaty Association played a very important role in the 50th Anniversary of NATO (1999) celebrations. The Bureau of ATA was present in all the ceremo-
nies taking place in the Mellon Auditorium in Washington D.C. Furthermore, ATA organized one of the biggest NATO/ATA colloquium in Athens (March 1999) attended by 14 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs. 
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The fourth NATO Youth Summit was held on the 
occasion of the 60th Anniversary NATO Summit meeting in 
Strasbourg/Kehl. 300 young professionals from the 28 
NATO countries gathered in Strasbourg from April 1st to 
April 4th to discuss about “NATO in 2020: What Lies 
Ahead”. NATO Youth Summit was organized by NATO's 
Public Diplomacy Division, the Atlantic Treaty Association 
(ATA), the Office Franco-Allemand Pour La Jeunesse, 
France3 Alsace, and the Ecole National d’Administration 
(ENA).  

This year Greece was rep-
resented by Ms. Ai-
katerini – Aliki Lout-
zaki, graduate of the Ath-
ens University of Eco-
nomics and Business in 
the field of Business Ad-
ministration, former Pub-
lic Relation Officer and 
former President of the 
Youth of the Greek As-
sociation for Atlantic & 
European Cooperation 

and nowadays, Councellor of the Vice Mayor of the Mu-
nicipality of Athens. 

The participants of the Summit were welcomed by 
Mr. Jean-Francois Bureau, Assistant Secretary General 
for Public Diplomacy, NATO, who emphasized that “the 
issues of peace, security and stability are precisely the ones 
that concern everyone, in their everyday lives, and on 
which their views and opinions count.”. 

 The young people had the opportunity to engage in 
an interactive discussion with the panelists of the first ses-
sion: Dr. Karl Lamers, President of the Atlantic Treaty 
Association; Dr. Eva Sabine Kuntz, Secretary General of 
the Office Franco-Allemand Pour La Jeunesse and Mr. 
Giuseppe Beladerti, President of the Youth Atlantic 
Treaty Association. The discussions covered the most im-
portant issues on NATO’s agenda, NATO’s political and 
military dimensions and the future of NATO, as the name 
of the conference suggests. 
 Mr. Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, Secretary General of 
NATO, shared some of his thoughts about “what kind of 
future we will be living in by 2020, and about what kind of 
NATO we want” in the Youth Summit. He encouraged the 
participants to take active part in the discussions on what 
should be done “here and now to ensure that our vision of 
‘NATO 2020’ becomes reality”.   
 On April 3rd the participants of the Youth Summit 
had an opportunity to listen to a number of high-level ex-
perts and policy makers in three panel discussions. The first 

NATO Youth Summit in Strasbourg 

panel discussion “The World in 2020: Defining the Fu-
ture Security Environment”, was honoured by Mr. Ber-
nard-Henri Lévy, philosopher, writer and columnist, as 
well as Mr. Claudio Cordone, Senior Director of Am-
nesty International. The panel “A Changing Interna-

tional Landscape: What to 
Expect from NATO?” fo-
cussed on the changing secu-
rity environment and the new 
role of Russia and Asian 
countries in international af-
fairs. The third panel discus-
sion, chaired by Dr. Stefanie 

Babst, Deputy Assistant Secretary General for Public Di-
plomacy Strategy of NATO, concentrated on “The Young 
Generation and NATO’s Communication Policy: Pub-
lic Opinion, Public Messaging and the Use of New 
Technologies”. It was discussed whether international 
organisations were ready to make their voices heard in the 
globalised information environment. 
 The highlight of the event was a speech by the 
President of the United States of America, Mr. Barack 
Obama in Rhenus Sports Arena. In his speech Mr. Barack 
Obama called for a new era of responsibility and empha-
sized that in the 21st century, security is more complex 
than the military power. Mr. Obama talked about the im-
portance of fighting climate change, new approach to en-
ergy, aid to poor countries and making globalization bene-
ficial to everyone as means to ensure a secure and peaceful 
world. He also commented on the relations between 
Europe and USA: “I've come to Europe this week to renew 
our partnership, one in which America listens and learns 
from our friends and allies, but where our friends and al-
lies bear their share of the burden. Together, we must 
forge common solutions to our common problems”.  
 Mr. Barack Obama also answered the questions of 
the young people. In the end of his speech he urged youth 
do not only think about themselves and to try to find ways 
to help others: “The world has so many challenges right 

now, there's so many opportuni-
ties to make a difference, and it 
would be a tragedy if all of you 
who are so talented and ener-
getic, if you let that go to waste; 
if you just stood back and 
watched the world pass you by. 

Better to jump in, get involved. And it does mean that 
sometimes you'll get criticized and sometimes you'll fail 
and sometimes you'll be disappointed, but you'll have a 
great adventure, and at the end of your life hopefully 
you'll be able to look back and say, I made a difference”.  
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Ms. Loutzaki (in the right) with Mr. Radu 
Bores (in the middle) from Romania , Ker-

nels Alumnus 



The 17th International Anta-
lya Conference on Security and Co-
operation was held from 30th to 31st 
of January 2009 in Antalya, Turkey. 
The topic of the Conference was 
“Changing Security Environment 
and a Renewed Transatlantic Vi-
sion for the 21st Century”. The 
Greek Association for Atlantic and 
European Cooperation was repre-
sented by Mr. Theodossis Geor-
giou, President, and Ms. Marianna 
Fyrippi, Youth Projects Manager.  

Amb. Omer Akbel, the 
President of the Turkish Atlantic 
Council, gave the welcome speech in 
the opening of the conference in the 
morning of January 30th. He pointed 
out that as the international security 
environment in the 21st century has 
been under constant change and fac-
ing new challenges, the topic of the 
conference is of particular relevance. 

Dr. Karl Lamers, the Presi-
dent of the Atlantic Treaty Associa-
tion, talked about the recent changes 
of NATO policies. He emphasized 
that new challenges need new ideas 
and that “NATO has learned how to 
sail in frustrated waters”. He pointed 
out that even though only NATO 
Member States could decide about 
the membership of new countries, 
the Atlantic Treaty Association 
should become “an umbrella” for all 
sister organizations for national and 
international initiatives. Mr. Jean 

Francois Bureau, Assistant Secretary 
General for Public Diplomacy, 
NATO, underlined that at this historic 
moment there is an opportunity for 
NATO to assess its past achievements 
and plan for the future to make 
Europe more secure and stable. Mr. 
Vecdi Gonul, Minister of National 
Defense of Turkey, stated that today’s 
challenges can only be faced through 
a comprehensive approach among all 
actors. 

The first speaker in the panel 
titled “From Bucharest to Stras-
bourg/Kehl Summit” was Mr. Steven 
Sturm, Director of Defence Policy 
and Capabilities Directorate, NATO. 
He pointed out that NATO capabili-
ties need to be improved in order to 
tackle the challenges of a rapidly 
changing security environment, espe-
cially regarding weapons of mass de-
struction, stability and energy secu-
rity. Mr. Sturm noted that thorough 
calculations and adequate allocations 
of resources were needed in order to 
ach ieve  sa t i s fac to ry  resu l t s : 
“transformation is expensive and 
takes time to be realized”.  He also 
affirmed that South Eastern European 
countries have to cooperate more po-
litically and called for a more effec-
tive NATO-EU relationship. Amb. 
Tomur Bayer, Director General for 
International Security Affairs, Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of Turkey, em-
phasized that the Strasbourg/Kehl 
summit will be not only a historic 60th 
Anniversary Gathering, but also a 
Summit of Decisions:  “The 21st cen-
tury has brought new challenges 
which can jeopardize the future if they 
are not going to be addressed.” 

The second day of the Con-
ference started with the panel 
“Looking Beyond the 60th Anniver-
sary of NATO” with the speech of 
Mr. Guiseppe Belardetti, President 
of the Youth Atlantic Treaty Associa-

17th International Antalya Conference on Security and Cooperation 
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tion who presented the activities of 
the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association 
(YATA). Amb. James Jeffrey, Am-
bassador of the United States of 
America to Turkey, pointed out that 
even though NATO is a military alli-
ance, nowadays it is moving towards 
political issues too. He stated that 
some problems can only be solved 
with military movements and then the 

political and social arrangements are 
needed. Amb. James Jeffrey also 
talked about NATO policies on Af-
ghanistan. 

Prof. Dr. Cagri Erhan, 
Member of the Governing Board of 
the Turkish Atlantic Council, con-
cluded the conference, thanked all the 
delegates and speakers for their par-
ticipation in the 17th International 
Antalya Conference and invited all 
guests to come back soon to Antalya. 
   .  
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Antalya Conference is organized 
by the Atlantic Council of Turkey 
since 1990 and serves as a respect-
able forum for the discussion of 
transatlantic issues and related 
international developments by emi-
nent Turkish and foreign partici-
pants. It serves as a venue for frank 
and open discussions as well as for 
exchanges of ideas and views on 
the subject. 



Around 60 university 
students and young pro-
fessionals took part in 
Greek-Turkish Youth 
Initiative and South/East 
Forum on 11-13 Decem-
ber 2008 in Istanbul. The 
event was organized by 
Turkish Euro-Atlantic 
Y o u t h  C o m m i t t e e 

(YATA-TURK) and supported by NATO’s Public Diplo-
macy Division. The Greek Association for Atlantic and 
European Cooperation was represented by Prof. Dr. Aliki 
Mitsakos, Chairperson of the Education and Science 
Committee of G.A.A.E.C. as well as Mr. Panagiotis Vas-
silis Georgiou, Student of the University of Patras, Ms. 
Konstantina Mylona, Master in Intelligence and Interna-
tional security, Kings College, London; Mr. Athanassios 
Sofianos, Project Assistant to the Secretary General of 
Youth (Ministry of Education); Mr. Nikolaos Loutzakis, 
Student of the Polytechnic University of Athens; Mr. An-
astassios Deligiannis, Student of the University of Patras; 
Ms. Kassiani Deroukaki, Student of the Piraeus Univer-
sity and Ms. Lydia Komimi, Student of the Economic 
University of Athens. 

It was a follow-up to the first Greek-Turkish 
Youth Forum, which was organized by Greek Association 
for Atlantic and European Cooperation in Athens on 2-3 
December 2007.  

Most of the participants of the event arrived to 
Istanbul on the GLOBSEC Express train which departed 
on 9 December from Zagreb, Croatia, and arrived in Istan-
bul, Turkey, after a 31-hour long journey through Serbia 
and Bulgaria. Aboard the train, young people from Alba-
nia, Bosnia Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Greece, Montenegro, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Turkey, discussed with 
NATO experts about the Alliance’s transformation in the 
run-up to its 60th anniversary, and exchanged views about 
the Euro-Atlantic future of the region. 

Young participants of the Youth Forum for South 
Eastern Europe were welcomed by representatives from 
YATA-TURK and G.A.A.E.C. They participated in the 

interactive panel “Enhancing Security and Coopera-
tion in South Eastern Europe”. Mr. Gabriele Cas-
cone, NATO Political Affairs and Security Policy Divi-
sion, talked about the role of the Alliance in the secu-
rity environment of South Eastern Europe (SEE) and its 
priorities on the way to Strasbourg/Kehl Summit. Prof. 
Bahar Rumelili, Koç University, discussed about the 
role of the civil society in meeting the security chal-
lenges in the SEE. The security threats in SEE were 
also addressed by Dr. Dimitris Triantaphyllou, Inter-
national Center for Black Sea Studies. After the discus-
sions, participants had an opportunity to visit Grand 
Bazaar. All delegations also presented dance perform-
ances during dinner. 

Bilateral Greek-Turkish format was kept on the 
last day when Greek-Turkish Initiative event took 
place. Greek and Turkish participants engaged in the 
brainstorming session on “Enhancing dialogue be-
tween different cultures as a measure to provide re-
gional and international security”. Prof. Dr. Aliki 
Mitsakos, Chairperson, Education and Science Com-
mittee, G.A.A.E.C. and Chair, WIIS-Hellas, explained 
the meaning and the value of non-formal education. 
Mrs. Eleni Fotiou, Hellenic Centre for European Stud-
ies, spoke about civil society actors and foreign policy 
makers in Greek-Turkish relations. Mrs. Ariana Fer-
entinou, Bilgi University, commented on the approach 
of Media to Turkish-Greek relations. After this session, 
participants had the workshop on Cultural Diplomacy 
and a guided visit to Blue Mosque, Agia Sofia and 
Dolmabahce Palace. During farewell dinner common 
Greek and Turkish songs were performed. 

Greek-Turkish Youth Initiative and South/East Forum 
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Greek delegation in Istanbul 



Europe-Turkey Forum  
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The first Europe-Turkey Fo-
rum, organized by the Eastern 
Institute that took place in So-
pot, Poland on December the 5th 
and the 6th, 2008 was aimed at 
answering many important and 
urgent questions related to the 
Turkish accession to the struc-
tures of the European Union. Is 
Turkey with its cultural com-

plexity truly interested in its accession to the EU and then 
capable of complying with all aspects of European integra-
tion? Moreover is the European Union ready for a dialogue 
with Turkey? Has the EU got the capacity of Turkey's full 
membership? – these are just a few examples of the  issues 
addressed during the Conference. The answers were being 
searched for during the discussion panels and many back-
stage, less formal but not less important, conversations and 
disputes.  
 The President of the Greek Association for Atlantic 
and European Cooperation, Mr. Theodossis Georgiou was 
a speaker in one of the Discussion Panels – “The Role of 
Turkey in South-Eastern Europe and the Middle East”. Dur-
ing his speech Mr. Georgiou addressed the Greek – Turkish 
relations and the “rapprochement” process, as well as his 
hope for the future cooperation of these two countries. 
“There are different positive steps between Greece and Tur-
key in the South Eastern Europe, honoring the 
“rapprochement” process between the two countries. The 
Confidence-Building Measures (or CBM’s) build a promo-
tion of Security and Stability in the region. Turkey’s Geo-
graphical position offers a crucial role also in the Middle 
East. Concerning the Union for the Mediterranean, develop-
ment of the Euro Mediterranean partnership, both Greece 
and Turkey should cooperate in that processes of European 
Union and additionally in the framework of “Mediterranean 
Dialogue” for which NATO gives a vital role.” 
  Among many important figures that participated in 
the Forum as speakers, moderators of the panels etc., can be 
mentioned Mr. Afifi Demirkiran, Member of Parliament, 
Grand National Assembly of Turkey. The panel honored by 
the presence of Mr. Demirkiran was entitled “Turkey as a 
Bridge between East and West and its Role in the EU’s En-
ergy Security”. During the panel “The Role of Turkey on 

EU-NATO Relations” the Member of the Grand National 
Assembly - Mr. Lutfi Cirakoglu made his statement 
about NATO–Turkey partnership - “Turkey is a strategic 
partner for NATO and it may boast significant involve-
ment in peacekeeping worldwide.” Another important 
participant of the Forum was Mr. Anastasios Giannitsis, 
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Professor of Eco-
nomics, University of Athens, Greece, who was a speaker 
of the panel “Economic Potential of Turkey and EU’s 
Common Market”.  Greece was also represented by Mr. 
Dimitris P. Droutsas, Chief of the Cabinet of the Presi-
dent of PASOK party. 
 The first European Union-Turkey Forum offered 
a great opportunity for open and constructive discussions 
on the highly important challenge that the EU has to face 
with - how to find the right balance of advantages and 
disadvantages, opportunities and threats of the future 
Turkish accession. During the whole Forum it was 
strongly emphasized that once Turkey meets all the po-
litical and economic criteria expected by the EU member 
states, it will provide a valuable platform for communica-
tion between Europe and the countries of the Middle 
East, Asia and the Caucasus. 

As mentioned above, the Europe-Turkey Forum 
was organized by the Foundation Institute for Eastern 
Studies (often referred as the Eastern Institute). One of 
the forthcoming events established and managed by the 
Organization is the 5th Europe-Russia Economic Forum, 
taking place in Bucharest, Romania on the 25th – 27th of 
May. The President of G.A.A.E.C. has already been in-
vited to the Forum as a speaker in the discussion panels 
entitled: “EU and Russia: Common Challenges in Global 
Politics”. 

Mr. Georgiou in the Europe-Turkey forum 
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 From the 10th until the 12th of 
November 2008 Mr. Theodossis Geor-
giou, the president of the Greek Asso-
ciation for Atlantic and European Co-
operation, the organisation which repre-
sents Greece to the Atlantic Treaty As-
sociation, along with Dr. Aliki Mitsa-
kos, Chairwoman for Education and 
Science Committee, and government, 
and NATO officials from more than 40 
national Atlantic Councils, the partner-
ship for Peace countries as well as the 
Mediterranean Dialogue countries  
found their way to Berlin in order to 
attend the 54th General Assembly of 
the Atlantic Treaty Association along 
with the NATO Talk around the Bran-
denburger Tor – a series of panel dis-
cussions on the future of transatlantic 
security issues, hosted by several em-
bassies around the Brandenburger Tor 
and being held under the auspices of the 
German Atlantic Association (DAG), 
the Atlantic Treaty Association (ATA) 
and the Public Diplomacy Division of 
NATO (PDD). It was a high-level gath-
ering which benefited from speeches by 
the Chancellor of the Federal Republic 
of Germany Dr. Angela Merkel and 
NATO Secretary General H.E. Jaap De 
Hoop Scheffer and quite a number of 
other high-profile speakers. 
 The meeting in Berlin started 
off with the Council meeting of the At-
lantic Treaty Association, during which 
the new ATA president was to be 
elected. In an act of seeking consensus, 
Mr. Georgiou stepped down from his 
presidency, leaving the post to Dr. Karl 

Lamers, who in return thanked Mr. 
Georgiou for his noble manner of ac-
tion.  
 The General Rapporteur and 
Vice President of the Atlantic Treaty 
Association, Mr. Alex Serban com-
mented on the events as follows: “The 
election of a new president was a mo-
mentous event in our family, as candi-
dates and members were once again 
faced with a decision. The electoral 
process, paralleling a equally close 
election in the United States to which 
many referred as a “momentous vic-
tory” … yes you can was a resound-
ing voice heard in the ATA this week 
in Berlin. Under the auspicious voice 
of Charles de Gaulle, who in his 
words turned to the crowd and said 
“Je vous ai compris”, our colleague 
Theo Georgiou threw his support be-
hind Dr. Karl Lamers, thus bringing 
consensus to the ATA and as Yoda 
would say in Star Wars “bringing 
unity to the force”. In his more than 
twenty years, Theo has served as ATA 
Chairman, President of GAAEC (in 
this capacity hosting two GA assem-
bly meetings in Athens), he has 
opened the way for the creation of 
ATA chapters in the Balkans, and in 
my own country Romania for which I 
personally thank him for, in the Cau-
casus, and is now promising to blaze 
new paths in the Mediterranean dia-
logue dimension. Thank you Theo, for 
the work that you have done for the 
ATA and for a better understanding in 
Euro Atlantic and European coopera-
tion. Thank you for bringing unity to 
the ATA family once again.” 
 The next day, ATA members 
had the possibility to attend various 
panel discussions about NATO held 
in different embassies near the Bran-
denburger Tor. The United States’ 
embassy hosted a talk on “The US, 
Europe, NATO and the Challenges of 
the Eastern Dimension”, while the 
British embassy concentrated on the 
reformation of NATO. The embassy 

The Atlantic Treaty Association and its NATO Talk around the Brandenburger Tor 
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The Atlantic Treaty Association (ATA) is 
an umbrella organization which acts as a 
network facilitator in the Euro-Atlantic 
and beyond. The ATA draws together 
political leaders, academics, and 
diplomats in an effort to further the 
values set forth in the North Atlantic 
Treaty - Democracy, Freedom, Liberty, 
Peace, Security, and the Rule of law. 

of the Republic of Hungary dis-
cussed NATO in Afghanistan: 
“Advancing Security and Promoting 
Peace”, the French embassy held the 
discussion on “European Security 
and Defence Policy and NATO”, the 
embassy of Ukraine engaged into 
discussion about “Ukraine’s role in 
Addressing New Security Challenges 
in the Euro-Atlantic Area”, and fi-
nally, the embassy of the Russian 
Federation discussed “Red Lines of 
the Russian Foreign Security Pol-
icy”. Each of these discussion panels 
were being enriched by the out-
standing knowledge and experience 
of the speakers, with many of them 
being senior NATO officials and 
alike.  
 On the margins of the Gen-
eral Assembly of ATA, the Youth 
Atlantic Treaty Association had its 
own Assembly under the chairman-
ship of Mr. Giuseppe Berladetti, with 
over 130 YATA delegates being pre-
sent. G.A.A.E.C. was  represented by  
Mr. Panagiotis-Vassilis Georgiou, 
Mr. Vassilis Loutzakis as well as 
Mrs. Maike Mehlis, who currently 
interns with G.A.A.E.C. 

Mr.Georgiou and Dr. Lamers 
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 President of G.A.A.E.C. Mr. Theodossis Geor-
giou, as a President of EuroDefense-Greece, attended 
EuroDefence network meetings which took place in Ma-
drid and Luxemburg in 2008. 
 EuroDefense Council of Presidents was held be-
tween 10 and 12 April in Madrid, Spain. All the Eurode-
fence Associations were present during this Council. The 
two main events of this meeting were: the meeting with 
Mr. Javier Solana, High Representative for the Common 
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and Secretary-General 
of the Council of the European Union, and the audience to 
His Majesty King of Spain, Don Juan Carlos I, at the 
Zarzuela Palace. 

 The main points of Mr. Solana’s speech were the 
Lisbon Convention, an introduction to a common Mediter-
ranean Policy for Security, the challenges for Europe fol-
lowing the NATO Summit of Bucharest, and the European 
Union – NATO relations. He urged the EuroDefense Asso-
ciations to engage in even greater initiatives of informing 
the public opinion on Defense and Security issues, and de-
velop into the “think tank” of his cabinet. 

The participants had the honor of a private audi-
ence with His Majesty King of Spain, during which Mr. 
Enrique de Aldama, President of EuroDefense Spain, as 
the host country, delivered a speech addressing the creation 
and history, the present activities and present importance of 
the network in promoting Security issues in Europe.  

His Majesty, in his address, focused on three main 
topics: the importance of the “European Mediterranean Pol-
icy” as proposed by the President of France, Mr. Nicolas 
Sarkozy, without underestimating the Barcelona Process; 

the need of taking into account Russia as a crucial 
player for all European issues; and the importance of 
unifying efforts within the Defense Industry of 
Europe. His Majesty also had individual conversations 
with the representatives of each Association.  
 EuroDefense Plenary meeting in Luxem-
burg took place on September 26 – 28, 2008. The 
Council of Presidents was also held during the Plenary 
Meeting. Both of the events were held under the Presi-
dency of the EuroDefense Network, Mr. Jacques 
Santer, President of EuroDefense-Luxembourg and 
former President of the European Commission. The 
President of the Greek Association for Atlantic and 
European Cooperation, Mr. Theodossis Georgiou, 
participated in both the Plenary Assembly and the 
Council of Presidents of the EuroDefense Network . 
The main topics discussed in this Plenary Assembly 
were the “Lisbon Treaty future”, “EU – Russia rela-
tionship”, “Defence package of the EU” (initiative of 
EuroDefense – United Kingdom), “Defence efforts 
comparison” (initiative of EuroDefense – France), 
“Security and Stability in the Mediterranean Basin” 
and “Climate change, shortage of resources and inter-
national security” (initiative of EuroDefense – Portu-
gal). The participants had the honor of a private audi-
ence with His Royal Highness The Grand Duke of 
Luxembourg Henri. 

EuroDefense meetings in Madrid and Luxemburg 
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Mr. Georgiou with His Majesty King of Spain  

EuroDefense group with Mr. Javier Solana 

EuroDefense is a network of national Associations, dedi-
cated to promotion of the European Security and Defence 
Identity, and to contribute to the development of European 
Common Foreign Policy.  
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International Educational Program “Kernels of Our 
Future 2008”, took place from the 8th to the 24th of July in 
Chania, Crete and Athens. The 2008 session was very spe-
cial, as it was the 5th Anniversary of the program and the 
special programme “Leadership in practice” was held par-
allel to the main event.  

“Kernels of Our Future” program was organized by 
G.A.A.E.C., in cooperation with Bulgarian Euro Atlantic 
Education Initiative, Hungarian Atlantic Council, State Insti-
tute for Civil Education of Germany, Atlantic Council of 
Turkey, EURISC Foundation, The Fund  for American Stud-
ies, and Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Chania. 

Throughout the 17 days of the program around 40 
teenagers from all over the world attended lectures, partici-
pated in workshops, simulations and lively debates about 
these main topics: The function of International Institutions 

(United Nations, 
European Union, 
NATO, etc.); Hu-
man Rights; Gen-
der Issues; The Art 
of Conflict man-
agement; Civil So-
ciety and Its Con-
temporary Role; 
Microeconomics 
and Trading; Me-
dia Techniques; 

Development of Intellectual and Social Skills for Personal 
Leadership; Relationship Networking; How to exploit the 
spirit of common values using the foundation of history; 
Perspectives in career orientation.  The lectures were given 
by Dr. Aliki Mitsakos, Chairperson of the Committee of 
Education and Science of G.A.A.E.C. and the founder of 
this program; Mrs. Avgustina Tzvetkova, President of 
Euro-Atlantic Education Initiative of Bulgaria; Mrs.  Jes-
sica Townsend Teague, faculty member of the Fund for 
American Studies’ Institute on Business and Government 
Affairs at Georgetown  University USA; Prof. Zehra Od-
yakmaz, professor of Administrative Law, Turkey. Also 
Kernels’ participants had an opportunity to attend lectures 
and workshops offered by visiting professors and guest lec-
turers: Dr. Michael J. Collins from Georgetown University, 
USA; Stefano Pilotto from  University of Trieste, Italy; 
René Repasi from University of Heidelberg, Germany; Dr. 

Stefanos Gialamas, President of the American Com-
munity Schools of Athens, Greece; Dr. Sofia Hilent-
zaris, business 
management pro-
f e s s o r  f r o m 
Greece; Michelle 
Jeffress, Director 
of International 
programs of the 
Fund for Ameri-
can Studies, 
USA. 

The program was created on the basis of “non-
formal learning” and on continuous feedback between 
participants and instructors of the program, what made 
all the classes very creative and interactive. Students 
participated in the North Atlantic Council simulation, 
conducted by Mrs. Barbora Maronkova, from Public 
Diplomacy Division of NATO. Moreover they were all 
involved in the simulation on Climate, and also learned 
about Media Techniques and Photography with Mr. 
Statul Karabashev, journalist from Bulgaria. 

Furthermore, the Kernels participants also had 
other interesting activities: excursions to surrounding 
sites and to Knossos (the birthplace of Europe), trip to 
the national 
hero’s, E. 
Venizelos, 
grave; in-
tercultural 
role-plays; 
sport cham-
p ionsh ips 
( t e n n i s , 
f o o t b a l l , 
basketball, 
etc.); movie screenings; going to the beach and having 
fun together at coun-
try parties almost 
every evening, mak-
ing every minute 
enjoyable and excit-
ing. “Leadership in 
Practice” to be con-
tinued on  page 13. 

The 5th Anniversary of Kernels of Our Future program and “Leadership in Practice” 
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Creative workshop 
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This year “Kernels of Our future” 
will take place from July 18th to 
August 4th in Chania, Crete. For 
more information and application 
forms please check our website: 
www.kernels.org.gr or contact 
us at education@gaaec.org 

Kernels with the President of the Hellenic Parlia-
ment Mr. Sioufas 

Participants with Mr. Lykourentzos, Vice Minister of  
Education of Greece 



The 13th International Institute for 
Political and Economical Studies 
(IIPES) took place on July 11th - August 
4th in the University campus of the 
Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of 
Chania, Crete. More than 90 university 
students from Eastern Mediterranean 
Countries, the Balkans and the United 
States had a chance to interact, learn 
and share their experiences which bene-
fited their educational and professional 
development. 

IIPES students attended courses in 
political economy, history, philosophy, 
and conflict management. Courses were 
taught by professors from partner uni-
versity – Georgetown university, USA: 
Dr. Frank Ambrosio, Dr. Michael 
Collins and Dr. Craig Zelitzer as well 

as by professor Dr. Andrew Moriss 
from University of Illinois and Dr. An-
tony Sullivan, who is Senior Fellow in 
The Fund of American Studies. All this 
theoretically knowledge was evaluated 
in two exams periods during the pro-
gram. IIPES students also participated 
in conflict management workshop de-
signed to teach students ways to break 

down the barriers between historical 
conflicts. 

In addition to the regular courses 
IIPES participants had the opportunity 
to attend to several guest lectures by 
prominent speakers who came to ad-
dress topics of their specialisation. 
IIPES guest lecturers include Dr. Elia 
Chatzigianni from University of Pelo-
ponesse; Dr. Stefano Gialamas from 
American Community Schools of Ath-
ens; Dr. Kostas Ifantis from National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens; 
Mrs. Ruti Lande, Advisor to the 
President of Israel; Dr. Stefano Piloto 

from the University of Trieste. To-
gether with the guest lectures, serving 
as an important complement to the pro-
gram, the participants had the chance 
of engaging in “dinner debates” with 
keynote speakers.  

IIPES students also attended spe-
cial events designed to engage them in 
an educational, cultural and social ex-
change, for example, lecture by honor-
ary guest lecturer Mr. Daniel Speck-
hard, US Ambassador to Greece. In 
the last days of the program, the 
stdents participated in the 13th IIPES 
Forum “Prospects for prosperity in 
South East Europe and the Middle 
East”, chaired by Mr. Theodossis 
Georgiou, President of G.A.A.E.C. 
Speakers in the panel were: Mrs. 
Irena Radovic, Deputy Minister for 
Bilateral Relations in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Montenegro, IIPES 
1998 Alumna; Mr. Dusan Batakovic, 
Ambassador, Advisor to the President 
of Serbia; Dr. Haralambos Kondonis, 
Expert-Counselor of Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of Greece and Senior Re-
search Fellow in the University of 

The 13th International Institute for Political and Economical Studies 
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Sheffield. After the panel, the stu-
dents had an opportunity to engage 
in discussions with speakers. 

In addition to these activities 
the participants also had the possi-
bility to enjoy cultural and relaxing 
trips across the Island of Crete, vis-
iting archeological sites and going 
on nature oriented trips to parks and 
beaches. 

In the end of the program the 
students were awarded diplomas, 
delivered in a formal commence-
ment ceremony. Mr. Roger Ream, 
The President of The Fund for 
American Studies and Mr. Theo-
dossis Georgiou, President of 
G.A.A.E.C., opened the ceremony. 
Graduation certificates were 
awarded by Mr. Steve Slattery, 
Vice-President  of The Fund for 
American Studies. After the conclu-
sion of the program with an emo-

tional speech by Dr. Aliki Mitsa-
kos, Chairwoman for Education and 
Science Committee of G.A.A.E.C., 
the participants became a part of an 
already vast international alumni 
network that maintains contact far 
beyond the end of the program. 

IIPES 2009 will take place in 
Chania, Crete from July 25th to 

August 10th 2009! 
Please visit G.A.A.E.C. 

website or The Fund of American 
Studies website for more   

information! 



 The 3rd annual Euro-
Mediterranean Journalism Insti-
tute (EMJI) took place October 18-
26, 2008 in Athens, Greece. EMJI 
was organized by the Greek Asso-
ciation for Atlantic and European 
Cooperation (G.A.A.E.C.) and The 
Fund for American Studies 
(TFAS), under the auspices of the 
Secretariat General of Information, 
Ministry of State, of the Greek Gov-
ernment.  
 EMJI brought together ap-
proximately 50 working journalists 
and journalism students from more 
than two dozen countries in the Bal-
kans and Mediterranean regions, and 
around the world. EMJI was devel-
oped in response to a growing recog-
nition that journalists around the 
world must be empowered with the 
knowledge and skills needed to ob-
jectively report on a variety of inter-
national political, economic and cul-
tural issues. Instructors and guest 
lecturers at the Institute were drawn 
from the United States and the Euro-
Med area. They include economic 
and public policy experts, journalists, 
government officials and corporate 
leaders. 

On October 
21, EMJI par-
ticipants heard 
from Mr. Iero-
theos Papa-
dopoulos, Di-
rector of the 
Representa-
tion of the 

European Commission in Greece on 
"Contemporary Challenges of the 
European Union" and from Dr. 
Bernardino Gomes, President of the 
Portuguese Atlantic Commission and 
Advisory to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs spoke on "Citizens' Society 
and the Citizens' Public Diplo-
macy-the Role of Atlantic NGOs." 
Dr. Aliki Mitsakos, I.P. President of 

Soroptimist Union 
of Greece and 
Chair WIIS Greece 
spoke on "Gender 
and Media." 
A panel on cover-
ing elections in 
general, the Ameri-
can presidential 
elections in particu-
lar, was featured by 
Mr. Antonio Borges de Carvalho, 
author and former Member of Parlia-
ment  of Portugal. 
On October 22, EMJI participants 
visited the Hellenic Parliament, where 

Mr. Dimitrios 
Sioufas, Presi-
dent of the Par-
liament, spoke 
to the group. 
The same day, 
p a r t i c i p an t s 
also visited the 

Hellenic Broadcast Corporation, ERT, 
to understand the Greek public TV 
and radio broadcasting systems. 
 The Greek Secretariat Gen-
eral of Information hosted a two-day 
seminar for EMJI participants on Oc-
tober 23 and 24. The young journal-
ists were welcomed, on behalf of Mr. 
Panos Leivadas - the Secretary Gen-
eral of Information, by the Director of 

Public Relations of the Secretariat 
General of Information, Mr. Achil-
leas Paparsenos. EMJI participants 
also heard Dr. Stefanie Babst speak 

The 3rd Euro-Mediterranean Journalism Institute 
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on "NATO Challenges on the way 
to NATO's 60th Anniversary - The 
Public Diplomacy". Dr. Babst is As-
sistant Deputy Secretary General, 
Public Diplomacy Division, NATO 
HQ, Brussels. 
 Finally, a true highlight for 
the participants was a panel on "The 
Work and the Experience of For-
eign Correspondents." This panel 
included Mr. Werner Van Gent, 
Schweizer Radio DRS, National Ra-
dio of Switzerland, and President of 
the Foreign Correspondents Associa-
tion in Greece, Mr. Philip Pangalos, 
Correspondent for The Sunday Times, 
Reuters and Mr. Dimitris Messinis, , 
Director of Photography for SE 
Europe of Associ-
ated Press. 
 On Sunday 
night, the students 
attended the Fare-
well Dinner in the 
Athens' Club. The 
President of the 
Greek Association 
for Atlantic and 
European Coopera-
tion, Mr. Theodossis Georgiou led the 
presentation of certificates, together 
with Ms. Michelle Jeffress, Director 
of International Programs of The 
Fund for American Studies. Mr. 
Werner Van Gent was also present 
and delivered a small but passionate 
speech to the participants.  

Mr. Gomes, Mr. Georgiou, 
Ms. Jeffress  

Dr. Aliki Mitsakos 

EMJI participants outside the Hellenic Parliament 

Mr. Van Gent 

Mr. A. Borges de Carvalho 

  11 

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES  

Unfortunately due to different  obstacles, we 
can not guarantee that this year’s edition of 
EMJI will take place. We hope that in a little 
while we will be able to provide with more 
optimistic news. Nevertheless, all young 
journalists and students of journalism are very 
welcomed in the European Journalism 
Institute (EJI), organized by our partner The 
Fund for American Studies, taking place in 
Prague on July 11-July 18  (application 
deadline is 15th of May). More information 
about EJI can be found on the TFAS website 
www.tfasinternational.org 



The 18th Economic Forum in Krynica: European Dilemmas. Central Europe:  
An Active Partner or a Passive Spectator?" 
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 The 18th Economic Forum in 
Krynica, Poland, took place on 10-
13 of September, 2008. The high-
profile meeting, sometimes nick-
named “Davos of Eastern 
Europe”, was attended by 2000 
participants from approximately 60 
countries from Europe, Asia, Amer-
ica and Africa, including state and 
government leaders, Ministers, 
Members of Parliament, heads of 
central banks, stock exchanges and 
government agencies, as well as 
numerous representatives of busi-
ness circles, economic and non-
governmental organizations and 
experts of the subjects related to the 
forum. G.A.A.E.C. was represented 
by Mr. Theodossis Georgiou and 
Dr. Aliki Mitsakos. As the Forum 
keeps expanding, this year the main 
conferences in Krynica were ac-
companied by a Forum of Regions 
in Muszyna, an Investment Forum 
in Tarnow, and an Economic Forum 
of Young Leaders in Nowy Sącz. 
 The Forum’s agenda included 
more than 130 debates divided into 
following thematic fields: Business 
and Management; Macroeconomics; 
New Economy; Science and Cul-
ture; Fuels and Energy; Interna-
tional Affairs and Security; EU and 
its Neighbors; Regions; Society; 
State and Reforms. 
 Polish Prime Minister Don-
ald Tusk took part in the opening 
of the 18th Economic Forum in 
Krynica. During the ceremony the 
head of government assured that 
East-Central European countries 
could be equal partners for the 
world’s biggest economies. During 
his speech Tusk announced that Po-
land would enter the Euro zone in 
2011: "I lay in front of entrepre-
neurs the following promise. Our 
government is determined to intro-
duce new currency". 
 The Deputy Prime Minister 

of Georgia, Giorgi Baramidze, who 
was a speaker in the Forum's discus-
sion panel entitled “NATO after Bu-
charest. Transatlantic Prospects of 
Ukraine and Georgia”, moderated by 
Theodossis Georgiou, President of 
G.A.A.E.C, asked European and Euro-
Atlantic societies to do not agree to 
any compromise when considering the 
independence and territorial integrity 
of his country. It was also stated by 
him that neither Georgia nor Ukraine, 
under no circumstances, are to return 
to the Russian Empire, on the contrary 
- as soon as possible, they should enter 
the enlargement process of NATO. 
Leonid Kozhara (Deputy Head of the 
Committee for Foreign Affairs, Verk-
hovna Rada of Ukraine), held different 
opinion on this issue. He was persuad-
ing that Ukraine should not aim at fast 
integration with NATO. The Ukrainian 
politician was convinced that the key 
to the security of Europe was Russia. 
 Dr. Aliki Mitsakos, the former 
President of Soroptimist Union of 
Greece, and Chairwoman of the Educa-
tion Committee of G.A.A.E.C., was a 
commentator of the panel devoted to 
“Role of Women in Democratiza-
tion”. The panel was honored by a spe-

cial guest 
– the For-
mer Presi-
dent of Sri 
L a n k a , 
C h a n -
d r i k a 
B a n d a -

ranaike Kumaratunga. The other par-
ticipants of the panel were: Zehra Od-
yakmaz – Administrative Law Profes-
sor, Gazi University of Turkey, Elzbi-
eta Jakubiak – former Minister for 
Sports and Tourism, Poland, Milka 
Forcan – Vice-President, Delta Hold-
ing, Serbia and Maria Svensson – 
President, Culture Clinic (NGO), Swe-
den. Panel participants discussed about 
general lack of interest of women in 

active participation in politics and 
what could be done to change it. Dr. 
Aliki Mitsakos presented a video of 
UNIFEM “I can touch the sun”, and 
explained the role of Soroptimism, 
it’s aims and programs. She also com-
mented on the importance of women’s 
professional development, gender 
equality and role of women in democ-
ratization of society. 
      The Economic Forum of Young 
Leaders in Nowy Sącz – the Forum’s 
partner program – attracted over 300 
young leaders of political, economic, 
social, and non-governmental organi-
zations from 42 countries from the 

European 
U n i o n , 
E a s t e r n 
E u r o p e 
and the 
Caucasus 
to discuss 
vital is-
sues and 

challenges facing Europe as well as 
the role of the young generation in 
transformations in Europe and Asia.   
 G.A.A.E.C.’s representatives 
to the Economic Forum of Young 
Leaders were Ms. Ifigeneia Mitsa-
kou and Mr. Nikos Mylonakis. Other 
participants of the Youth Forum 
strongly connected with our organiza-
tion were Mr. Kristof Kovasc from 
Hungary and Mr. Nicky Kolev from 
Bulgaria. Both of them are the 
Alumni of our educational program 
for young leaders “Kernels of Our 
Future”.         
 In addition to discussion pan-
els, the young people were given the 
opportunity to participate in work-
shops on minorities and on intercul-
tural differences. Besides, the young 
NGO leaders had a chance to find 
partners and create networks for their 
future projects. On this occasion  the 
participants were able to learn more 
about “Kernels of Our Future”. 

  12

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES  



Jerusalem Conference 
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For the third consecu-
tive year, the Greek 
Association for Atlan-
tic and European Co-
operation partnered 
with The Fund for 
American Studies 
(TFAS) to co-host a 
conference in Israel on 
Conflict Management 
and Transforma-
tion.  Held at the Notre 
Dame Center of Jeru-
salem on June 23, 
2008, the conference 

brought TFAS Alumni together with leaders of faith 
communities and civil society organizations to discuss 
their visions of creating strong bonds, mutual respect 
and trust. Discussion centered on how to advance the 
principles set forth in the First Alexandria Declaration of 
the Religious Leaders of the Holy Land signed in Alex-
andria, Egypt on January 21, 2002. 
 The previous annual conferences, hosted in Je-
rusalem in 2006 and 2007, have proven to be a wonder-
ful opportunity for numerous civil society organizations 
to come together to share ideas and goals for creating 
more peaceful and free societies. The 3rd annual confer-

ence was held in order to renew the relationships and to 
include additional voices in the dialogue. 
 Mr. Theodossis Georgiou, Chairman of The 
Greek Association for Atlantic & European Cooperation 
welcomed the participants. Addressing the conference par-
ticipants, TFAS chairman Randal Teague said, “I believe 
that hard thinking and hard work are requirements for 
hard won successes. We are here today in old and new con-
texts of Israeli-Palestinian, Israeli-Lebanese, Israeli-Syrian 
- and we might assume other - negotiations directly or indi-
rectly under way; we are cautiously hopeful.”  He encour-
aged the participants to support the Alexandria Declaration 
and move its principles into their “minds and hearts,” and 
into “their feet and hands for their similarly hard work.”  
 Religious leaders who attended the conference in-
cluded Rabbi David Rosen, chairman of the International 
Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, Patri-
arch Theophilus III of the Greek Orthodox Church, as 
well as representatives of Roman Catholic Church, the An-
glican Church and the Islamic faith. Leaders from nongov-
ernmental organizations involved in conflict resolution also 
made presentations and joined in the discussions.  
 The delegates from TFAS and G.A.A.E.C. also had 
meetings with Israeli and Palestinians members of Govern-
ment and other officials, as well as round tables with NGOs 
and university professors in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Ramla 
and Tel Aviv. 

Together with Patriarch Theophilus III of 
the Greek Orthodox Church 

 

 

Continued from page 9 (Kernels of Our Future) 

 As it was the 5th Anni-
versary of the pro-
gram, a special pro-
gram “Leadership in 
Practice” was set up 
for this occasion and 
alumni reunion was 
held on 15-24 July, 
2008. The program 

started in Chania, Crete, where participants were able to 
join IIPES students for the lectures by Prof. Frank Am-
brosio and Prof. Michael Collins from Georgetown Uni-
versity. Alumni also participated in the International 
Politics simulation game. Moreover, they participated in 
cultural program, country presentations and were given 
free time in Chania. On Sunday, July 20th both alumni 
and Kernels’ participants left for Athens. They had a 
chance to visit Acropolis and learn about Ancient His-

tory by Mrs. Nikolis, archeologist, as well as to have a bus 
tour around Athens, including the Olympic installations. 
Participants of the program also visited Hellenic Parlia-
ment, and were given the opportunity to meet the president 
of the Parliament Mr. Sioufas, as well as Vice Minister of 
Education Mr. Lykourentzos. Mr. Nikitas Kaklamanis, 
the Mayor of Athens, also met with the young leaders in 
Athens Town Hall. Visits to 
the  Na t iona l  Rad io-
Television Company and 
General Secretariat of Infor-
mation and Press were also 
included in the program. 
During the last day, they had 
relationship networking 
workshop by Prof. J. 
Teague. The graduation ceremony of the 5th edition of Ker-
nels took place in the prestigious Officers’ Club in Athens 
with the presence of the representatives of the embassies of 
the countries involved. 
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Kernels participants in NATO simulation 

Kernels participants in excursion 



Energy for All – a Challenge for All” Conference in Hague 
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       The Conference “Energy for All – a Challenge for 
All” was organized by the Netherlands Atlantic Asso-
ciation on 26 and 27 November in Hague. More than 
50 participants from all over Europe, America and Asia 
took part in the Conference.  The Greek Association for 
Atlantic and European Cooperation was represented by 
Ms.Eirini Schinaraki (under-graduate student, Univer-
sity of Piraeus, Piraeus, Greece) and Ms. Anastasia 
Kouki (post-graduate student, Panteion University, 
Athens, Greece). 
       The participants were welcomed by Mr. Troels 
Frøling (Conference Moderator) and Mr. Ian de Jong 
(Director General for European Cooperation at the 
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs).  “Energy for All  – 
a Challenge for All” featured speakers from the Dutch 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the US Embassy in The 
Hague, the EU, NATO, Senter Novem, the Royal Mili-
tary Academy of Sandhurst, the Clingendael Institute, 
Gasterra, and Shell.  
       Mr. Steven Everts, counselor to the High Repre-
sentative of the EU, pointed out that the EU does not 
have a common energy policy despite its statements. 
Some energy exporting countries are shielded from 
criticism because other countries are dependent on their 
energy.  Mr. Thierry Legendre, policy advisor in the 
Office of the NATO Secretary General, said that 
NATO’s energy policy has grown more comprehensive 
in recent years due to public demand and because new 
NATO members have strong energy interests. The pol-

icy is founded on the Strategic Concept, which refers to 
“disruption of vital resources”. The goal is to police and pro-
tect, foster partnerships and support NATO members. 
      Mr. Rob Kool of SenterNovem described the obstacles to 
policies designed to mitigate climate change, such as the lack 
of expertise, public acceptance, and funding. He addressed 
the importance of a ‘balanced triangle’ of competitiveness, 
security of supply and sustainable development.  
       On the second day of the conference, after the main ses-
sions 3 special workshops took place: 
      Shell Energy Scenarios: moderated by Dr. Norbert 
Both. The participants discussed ideas to reduce energy us-
age and climate change. 
       The Geopolitical Aspects of Climate Change: moderated 
by Mr. Stijn van den Heuvel The second group concluded 
that the EU should speak with one voice on energy issues. 
         Geopolitics and Energy Security: moderated by Mr. 
Giuseppe Belardetti (President of YATA) & Mr. Brendan 
Troost (Secretary General of YATA). The third group also 
decided that the EU’s division on the subject of energy policy 
is a drawback. The participants were divided on whether gov-
ernments or companies should be in charge of energy security 
and whether or not NATO should be involved. Both Greek 
participants shared their points of view in this workshop.  
        Apart from these activities the participants of the confer-
ence also had opportunities to visit the Binnenhof and explore 
the nightlife of The Hague. Afterwards the participants left 
for home, enriched with new knowledge and great memories. 

Special Event with Dr. Stephanie Babst, Assistant Deputy Secretary General  
for Public Diplomacy, NATO  

 The Greek Association for Atlantic and Euro-
pean Cooperation in Cooperation with Women in Inter-
national Security (WIIS) – Hellas had the pleasure of 
hosting a Round Table Discussion on “NATO’s Chal-
lenges on the way to the 60th Anniversary” held on Oc-
tober 23, 2008, at the Pacific Room of the Plaza Hotel 
in Athens chaired by Dr. Aliki Mitsakos, Chair of 
WIIS – Hellas. 
 The guest honorary speaker was Dr. Stephanie 
Babst, Assistant Deputy Secretary General for Public 
Diplomacy of NATO, accompanied by Mrs. Despina 
Afentouli, Liaison Officer for Greece, Public Diplo-
macy Division, NATO. 
 Dr. Babst spoke about the contemporary role of 
NATO, following the Bucharest Summit and in view of 
the 60th Anniversary Summit in Strasbourg and Kehl in 
2009.  She referred to the current operations and suc-

cesses of the Alliance including 
the cases of Afghanistan, Kosovo, 
anti-piracy operations off the 
coast of Somalia, and of course 
the transatlantic relations, as well 
as involvement in issues of the 
growing demands for energy, and 
finally, climate change.  
 More than 40 participants 
from Non-Governmental Organi-
zations, Diplomats, Opinion Mak-
ers and Representatives of Civil 
Society participated in this very interesting discussion. The 
challenges for NATO were identified from the perspective of 
the Hellenic Civil Society and the questions – comments to 
Dr. Babst focused more on issues that related to the country 
and the concerns of the citizens. 

Dr. Stephanie Babst 
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20th NATO Summit took place 
on 2-4 April 2008 in Bucharest, Ro-
mania. The most important topics 
discussed in the Summit were: 
NATO enlargement (Albania, Croa-
tia, and F.Y.R.O.M.), NATO Action 
Plan membership (Georgia and 
Ukraine), the mission in Afghani-
stan, energy security, Russia-NATO 
relationship, stability of the Western 
Balkans. During this summit, Alba-
nia and Croatia were invited to join 
NATO in 2009, which would bring 
NATO membership to 28 countries, 
the organization's first expansion in 
six years as it renews its push to inte-
grate Europe under a common secu-
rity umbrella.  

The Bucharest Conference, 
organized by the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States, was held 
alongside the official 2008 NATO 
Summit. Continuing the success of 
the Istanbul Conference in 2004 and 
the Riga Conference in 2006, the 
Bucharest Conference provided a 
forum for leading policymakers, 
opinion leaders, scholars, and busi-
ness people from both sides of the 
Atlantic to discuss the most pressing 
issues facing NATO and the interna-
tional community. Mr. Theodossis 
Georgiou, President of the Greek 
Association for Atlantic and Euro-
pean Cooperation, was the only 
Greek representative in the Bucha-
rest Conference. In his statement Mr. 
Georgiou congratulated Albania and 
Croatia for receiving the official in-

vitation to begin negotiations and join 
NATO. He also hoped that the agree-
ment regarding F.Y.R.O.M will soon 
be reached. Mr. Georgiou addressed 
Atlantic Association of F.Y.R.O.M.: 
“As two Atlantic Associations, we 
have worked closely this last decade. 
We hope that both of us will strive 
and urge our governments to continue 
the process of finding a mutually ac-
ceptable solution for the name of the 
country, within the framework of the 
United Nations.” 

The Bucharest Conference 
included keynote addresses by Roma-
nian President Traian Băsescu, Ro-
manian Prime Minister Călin Pope-
scu-Tăriceanu, and American Presi-
dent George W. Bush, as well as 
other panel discussions on pressing 
NATO issues. Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai, NATO Secretary 
General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, and 
Mr. Stephen Harper also discussed 
alliance operations in Afghanistan. 
Featured speakers and panelists in-
cluded Mrs. Ellen Tauscher, Chair-
woman of the U.S. House Strategic 
Forces Subcommittee, Georgian 
President Mikhail Saakashvili, Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Ali Babacan, 
and Estonian President Toomas Ilves, 

among others.  
Young Atlanticist Summit 

was also held during the NATO sum-

20th NATO Summit in Bucharest, Bucharest Conference and Young Atlanticist Summit  
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mit in Bucharest. Over 120 university 
students and young professionals 
from 35 Alliance and Partner coun-
tries, including Afghanistan, met with 
NATO and national leaders and also 
discussed issues on the Summit 
agenda during debates and simulation 
exercises.  

Greek representatives from 
G.A.A.E.C. Mr. Panagiotis-Vassilis 
Georgiou, Ms. Marianna Fyrippi 
and Mr. Stavros Stavroulakis after 
fruitful discussions with their counter-
parts from F.Y.R.O.M. Mr. Igor 
Talevski, Mr. Viktor Andonov and 
Mr. Visar Ramadani agreed on a 
joint statement in which they called 
upon the governments of their respec-
tive countries to intensify the negotia-
tions on the name dispute and ex-
pressed their will for joint activities as 
Youth Atlantic Treaty Association 
members on cultural, political, eco-
nomic and security affairs. 

According to the friendly and 
harmonious environment lived in the 
Young Atlanticist Summit, the Greek 
Delegation invited young students 
from Kabul, Afghanistan, to join 
GAAEC’s Educational programs,such 
as IIPES, Kernels of Our Future and 
EMJI. Therefore, after agreement of 
the Board of GAAEC, it was decided 
to offer 5 Fellowships to the Afghani 
Delegation. This invitation was 
warmly received by the Afghani Dele-
gation and received complements 
from the President of Afghanistan, 
Hamid Karzai. 

GAAEC’s Young Atlanticists with counterparts 
from FYROM 

President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai. 
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European Voluntary Service and Internship 
opportunities  
at G.A.A.E.C. 
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Through the European Volun-
tary Service and Internships pro-
gramme Greek Association for Atlan-
tic and European Cooperation offers 
young people the opportunity to be-
come familiar with the real-life work 
conditions of a non-governmental or-
ganization and gain international 
working experience at the same time 
enriching association with a new and 
dynamic multicultural component. 

The European Voluntary 
Service (EVS) is a part of the Euro-
pean Union “Youth in Action” pro-
gramme, administered by the General 
Secretariat for Youth in Greece. 
Young people from 18 to 30 years old 
can spend up to 12 months abroad as 
EVS volunteers helping in local pro-
jects in various fields (e.g. environ-
ment, arts and culture, European 
awareness, youth information, etc.). 
EVS is a “learning” service: through 
non formal learning experiences 
young volunteers improve and acquire 
skills for their personal, educational 
and professional development and 
general social integration.  

Since 2006 G.A.A.E.C. offers 
young Europeans the opportunity to 
complete a long term voluntary ser-
vice (from 8 months to a year) in its 
Athens office under a project called 
“Listen to us – Young European citi-
zens/Aristoteles”. EVS volunteers 
take part actively in several local, na-
tional, and international activities 
which is aimed to develop their Euro-
pean and International citizenship 
awareness, to promote youth involve-
ment, to sustain integration and to 
emphasize intercultural relations.  

A number of young people 
from all over Europe already has 
benefited from G.A.A.E.C. EVS pro-
gramme. The first G.A.A.E.C. EVS 
volunteer Atilla Homoki from Hun-
gary after his 8 months voluntary ser-

vice in 2006 is still active in the areas 
of Atlantic and European cooperation, 
security and education. After coming 
back to his home country, he became 
the President of the Hungarian Youth 
Atlantic Council in 2007-2008. He 
also been returning to Greece as 
leader of the Hungarian youth delega-
tion to G.A.A.E.C. educational pro-
gram “Kernels of Our Future”.  
Emanuel Baptista from Portugal be-
came EVS volunteer in 2007-2008 
after completing his degree in Busi-
ness Administration and Management 
and working in management consult-
ing company in Portugal, so his excel-
lent management and communication 
skills were of a big asset to 
G.A.A.E.C. for the organization of 
summer educational programs.  

The work of other volunteers 
and interns in G.A.A.E.C., such as  
Manuel Ziegler, Roberta  Gentile 
and Niels Klok was of great value to 
our organization and their efforts are 
still appreciated. 

Currently there are 2 EVS vol-
unteers working in the association: 
Malgorzata Szewczuk from Poland 
and Akvile Vitunskaite from Lithua-
nia. Malgorzata Szewczuk started her 
European Voluntary Service in 
G.A.A.E.C. in September 2008, after 
receiving her degree in English Phi-
lology for Teachers in the Jegiellonian 
University in Krakow, Poland. Due to 
her excellent English language writ-

ing and proofreading skills, she is 
mostly helping in communication with 
international partners and prospective 
EVS volunteers. Akvile Vitunskaite 
started her EVS project in G.A.A.E.C.  
in the end of January 2009. She has a 
Master‘s degree in International and 
European Union law. After her intern-
ship in European Commission, DG 
Communication, she developed an in-
terest in the area of youth information 
and communication. Besides other 
tasks, she is responsible for the edition 
of this newsletter.   

Apart from the EVS pro-
gramme, G.A.A.E.C. also accepts both 
Greek and foreign students or recent 
graduates for an internship for a pe-
riod from 3 to 6 months. They are 
given opportunity to apply their theo-
retical knowledge acquired at univer-
sity and gain first hand experience in 
NGO sector. Our most recent intern 
Claire Delahaje from the Netherlands 
interned at G.A.A.E.C. through Eras-
mus Placement programme. Currently 
Maike Mehlis, recent graduate of 
Siegen University, Germany, and 
alumni of 2007 EMJI is an intern in 
our association.  

Atilla Hamoki (first on the right) together with Mr. 
Sioufas, President of Hellenic Parliament  

M. Szewczuk, A. Vitunskaite and M.Mehlis   
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If you are interested in EVS or internship 
opportunities at G.A.A.E.C. or would like to 
become EVS volunteer abroad, please con-
tact us at education@gaaec.org or visit our 

website www.gaaec.org 



Sponsors 

This newsletter was edited by Akvile Vitunskaite, Matthew Vaikoussis, Malgorzata Szewczuk, Maike Mehlis 
and Marianna Fyrippi. 
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The work of G.A.A.E.C. would not have been possible if it had not been for our loyal and 
generous sponsors. 

We are proud to consider them a vital part of our ever-growing circle of friends. We 
would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude towards them. 

Public Diplomacy 
Division of NATO 

 

Ministry of National Defence  

160A I. Drossopoulou 
Athens, 112 56 
Greece 

www.gaaec.org 
Phone: +30 210 865 59 79 
Fax:     +30 210 865 47 42 
E-mail: info@gaaec.org 
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Mediterranean Agronomic 
Institute of Chania 

Our other sponsors prefer to be anonymous. 


